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Santa Cruz County Democratic Party 
Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary 
Election 2024 


Must be completed and submitted no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM. 
Santa Cruz County Democrats, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, 95061, 
or by email: endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


The Santa Cruz County Democratic Central Committee will be considering endorsing eligible Democrats 
who have qualified to appear on the ballot in the Primary Election on March 5, 2024 for both contested and 
uncontested positions. In order to be eligible, a candidate must be a registered Democrat for at least three 
months prior to the final filing date for that candidate's race in this election. An endorsement by us 
automatically carries an endorsement by the California Democratic Party. 


All eligible candidates who wish to be considered for endorsement are invited to complete our Candidate 
Endorsement Questionnaire and return a copy electronically (1) via Google Forms, or (2) by email to 
endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM, or (3) by USPS Mail 
postmarked no later than November 27th, to arrive by December 1, 2023 to Santa Cruz County Democratic 
Central Committee, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. Due to recently implemented USPS delays, we 
encourage an electronic reply. 


Thank you for submitting your questionnaire. We look forward to hearing from you at our Endorsement 
Forum on December 13, 2023 at 7 PM at LOCATION TBD 


Questions: Please email us at endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


Email * 


manuforsupervisor@gmail.com 


Candidate Name * 
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Candidate Phone Number * 


(a E 727 s ES 


Candidate Email * 


rskoenig@gmail.com 


Preferred Mailing Address * 


ASSESS SUL Graz TAII saa ee ee a ee eee 


Preferred Phone Number * 


(404) 374-9949 


Name of Campaign Committee and FPPC * 


Mant Koenig Tor Santa Guz County super vico! 2020) or es 


Campaign Website * 


www.manuforsupervisor.com 


Social Media * 


www.instagram.com/manuforsupervisor/ 
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Candidate headshot for future use should candidate be endorsed 


Q Headshot - Manu... 


What are the approximate years you have been registered as Democrat in Santa Cruz County? * 


4.5 


Have you been registered in another county? If so, in what county were you registered and how 
long were you registered? 


Describe your involvement with the Democratic Party in the local, state, or national level over the * 
past few years. 


I'm a member of the Mid-County Democratic Club, where I've presented a number of times since taking 
office. I've spoken on behalf of candidates and measures at democratic club debates, going back to 2018. 
I've supported democratic candidates for state office including Gail Pellerin and Dawn Addis through my 
endorsement, volunteering and donations. 


List the 10 organizational or personal endorsements of your candidacy that you consider to be * 
the most important or most representative of your campaign (Please separate each 
endorsement with a semicolon). 


Zach Friend — Santa Cruz County Supervisor, 2nd District; Jim Hart - Santa Cruz County Sheriff; Eduardo 
Montesino — Councilmember, City of Watsonville; Paul Garcia - Board Member, Live Oak School District; 
Reed Geisreiter - Port Commissioner, Santa Cruz Port District; Rose Filicetti - Former Trustee Area 4, Santa 
Cruz County Board of Education; Bill Simpkins - Live Oak Philanthropist; Gary Griggs — Former Director, 
Institute of Marine Sciences, UC Santa Cruz; Larry deGhetaldi, MD — Former President, PAMF Santa Cruz; 
Santa Cruz YIMBY 
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Briefly describe the aspects of your background and experiences that indicate your j 
qualifications for the office you seek. 


Over nearly three years of holding the 1st District office I've been extremely transparent and accessible. | 
publish a newsletter letting the community know key updates and items on the Board of Supervisors before 
we vote. | hold monthly town hall meetings in different neighborhoods throughout the district so that there's 
an opportunity to address hyperlocal issues. | maintain an active social media presence. | hold open office 
hours monthly, and I've never turned down a meeting. 


Additionally, I've been effective passing many key policies and programs that support housing, local roads, 
transit, homelessness, and public safety. In doing so I've been collaborative and have worked with every 
other member of the Board of Supervisors in bringing new proposals forward. 


Before becoming involved in politics | worked in high-tech startups. This gave me the skills to move fast, use 
a variety of apps from spreadsheets to coding, and to be an effective manager. In starting a polling and 
survey research startup | learned how to effectively summarize issues for the public and how to conduct 
statistically representative outreach. 


What are the top five major issues facing this office? (Please label each one and briefly > 
describe. Separate each with a semicolon). 


Housing - we need more of it and particularly affordable options for public sector workers, we also need to 
continue to make it easier to get permits, and negligent mobile home park owners are a particular challenge 
in the 1st District (which has close to 1/2 of all mobile homes in the County); 


Homelessness - we need to diversify funding sources so that we have more discretion to fund the most 
effective solutions and create more temporary housing for quick relief; 


Transportation - we need to build out our transit network to support denser housing and create more bike 
facilities for overall safety and to encourage safe e-bike usage; 


Rural Infrastructure - our county roads are in bad shape due to 45 years of under investment and the 1st 
District has the second most mileage of county roads of any district; 


Overall County Funding - a general lack of funding for parks, county buildings, and competitive wages due to 
our low property tax and sales tax apportionment ratios leads to constant headaches so we need to work at 
a state level to change these. 
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In 2022, voters overwhelming voted against the Greenway initiative (Measure D). However, there * 
are still concerns about the likelihood of the rail trail being built and the environmental impacts it 
could cause. Please explain your position on the rail trail and public transportation in our 
community. 


I'm a huge supporter of public transit. Anyone working at METRO will confirm that, as a METRO 
Boardmember, I've been a strong advocate for expanding and modernizing service. I've helped to 
accomplish this by bringing in a new CEO, supporting our bus drivers, and lobbying in Sacramento and 
regionally for big increases in funding. This has helped make the agency a poster child of success winning 
over $60 million, providing free fares for youth, and expanding service for the first time in a decade. 


| love trains (so much so that | worked for the national German rail system after | graduated from Stanford). 
However, | advocated for Greenway because I'm concerned that a single track railroad will have limited 
frequency and be vulnerable to climate change because it traverses low lying areas like the Watsonville 
Sloughs, and eroding Manresa Cliffs. Moreover, we are hearing about increasing conflicts between bikes and 
pedestrians on West Cliff and East Cliff, and I'm concerned that the trail next to the tracks will in many 
places be less than 8ft wide with no shoulder, failing the qualifications for a Class | bike path. 


Nevertheless, | take my role as a representative of my constituents seriously and the failure of Measure D 
indicated that voters are still interested in pursuing passenger rail. That's why | voted to move forward with 
the Passenger Rail EIR. That's why | went to Sacramento as RTC Chair and lobbied for an additional $3.5 
million to pay for that study. That's why I've written letters of support for the Pajaro Train Station project. 
And it's why | allocated $1.5 million of District 1 transportation dollars to serve as a match for the state 
grant to build the rail trail. 


Housing is still among the top issues in the county. Many residents are rent-burdened and find it * 
difficult to gain the generational wealth that previous generations have been able to build. How 
will you address housing issues in your district and the county overall? 


Most of the new housing in the unincorporated county will be built in the 1st District, meaning that the 
Supervisor in this office needs to be a strong champion for housing and know how to balance community 
interests. I've demonstrated with projects like the Park Haven Plaza Homekey project that | will support 
affordable housing for the most vulnerable. 


Innovative policies are also required. | introduced the policy to legalize tiny homes, create pre-approved ADU 
designs and streamline permitting with a third party plan check process. I've also supported large increases 


in housing in my district through the Sustainability Update and Housing Element processes. 


| believe we need to look at further streamlining measures to build affordable housing including ministerial 
approval and a delay of permitting fees for projects that house our public sector workforce. 
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How will you ensure that the County's (or City’s) infrastructure (such as water, electricity, roads) * 
are maintained equitably in your district? 


| conduct regular neighborhood surveys to understand what basic street improvements, ranging from bike 
lanes to speed bumps, people want to see and then work with Public Works to implement these. One such 
example is Thurber Ln, where we installed new green bike lanes to support a safe route to school. Some 
neighbors protested the removal of parking, but | demonstrated with a representative survey that the vast 
majority of the neighborhood was in support. 


In general, it's more equitable in the 1st District to support infrastructure in the urban area that serves more 
people. The central Live Oak and Soquel areas are also lower income than the Soquel Hills and Los Gatos 
areas. That's why I've concentrated Measure D funds on major routes where we can make significant bike 
and pedestrian safety improvements. 


What steps will you take towards having a climate resiliency and mitigation plan in place to s 
ensure the safety of all the residents with equity in mind? 


l've proposed a Transfer of Development rights program to ensure that residents who lose their homes to 
fire or flood have a way to rebuild somewhere safer. I've also invested in more fire cameras to protect our 
rural area, as well as in the the Firesafe Council. Thanks to that funding the Firesafe Council was able to 
quadruple the number of Firewise neighborhoods in the County. | also piloted a composting toilet program 
so that we are prepared in the case of a major sewer system failure (as almost happened last year in 
Watsonville) and can support people moving back to their properties sooner after fire (as we've seen in the 
CZU area) 


Please provide an example of when and how input and/or evidence has convinced you to y 
override your initial opinion on a public policy issue? 


Because of the outcome of Measure D (2022) I took a number of actions in support of Passenger Rail, 
including supporting an EIR and advocating to win funding for it. 


This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google. 


Google Forms 
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